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St Wilfrid’s Parish Council Meeting 13th December 2016 

 – Held in the Parish Library 

 

Present: 

Patrick Rooney – Chair 

Fr Stephen Patterson SJ – Parish Priest 

Fr Matthew Power SJ – Superior of the Jesuit Community 

Brenda Chesworth –SVP 

Music and Liturgy – Vacancy 

Chris Murray - Faith and Justice 

Readers and Eucharistic Ministers – Vacancy 

Luigi Possamai – Musician 

Shirley Russo – Young Children and Families/Minutes 

 

Apologies: 

Kizito Birabwa – Co-Opted 

Christine Cox - Co-Opted 

Joan Cragg – Sanctuary Book Shop and Church Flowers 

Monica Holdsworth – Children’s Liturgy 

Fr Peter Randall SJ  

 

 

 The meeting was opened and closed with a prayer.  

 Apologies – see above.   

 Minutes of Previous Meeting – SWPCMN-2016-11-08 Action 

  

 The minutes of the previous meeting were 
approved as a true and accurate record 
subject to Matters Arising below.  

 

  

 Matters Arising:  

 The name of the facilitator of the Guided Prayer 
Week in October is Stephen Hoyland, not Hoylake; 
apologies were received from S Russo. 

 Patrick informed the Council members that the Soup 
Kitchen now had a good number of able volunteers 
who are very keen to help out. 

 Patrick enquired if the Council minutes are being 
uploaded to the Parish Website, S Russo replied that 
in the past they were but it was not clear whose role 
this was. The Council suggested that perhaps the 
Parish Administrator could assist in uploading future 
minutes and S Russo would speak to them regarding 
this. Archive copies should be kept on the website as 
well. S Russo stated that she would ensure that a 
copy is visible also on the noticeboard in the Narthex. 

 The first Finance Committee meeting took place in 
November and another is planned soon. Patrick asked 
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who are the members and how will they be feeding 
back to the Council. Fr Stephen to update at next 
meeting. 

 Dave Eastham attended the Safeguarding Course in 
November; further information will be provided soon. 

 
Fr Stephen 

 Individual Group Reports  

 F&J Group Report – Chris informed the Council 
members that she had received good feedback 
regarding the Autumn Talks, and on a personal level 
the “Mercy at the Margins” session. In general, the 
talks have been well attended. The Christmas cards to 
the parishes in Bethlehem and Jerusalem and 
Palestine have been sent out. Chris enquired if it 
would be possible to have a Free Trade stand perhaps 
in a corner of the Narthex in March. The general 
consensus was yes and Chris will discuss this with the 
local Free Trade representative, Ann Garsed. Gift 
Sunday takes place on the Epiphany which is 
celebrated this year on Sunday 8th January 2017. It is 
hoped that St Wilfrid’s as they did last year, will 
organise an event whereby people can bring gifts 
such as toiletries, hats, gloves, unwanted gifts from 
Christmas to the Crib which will then be handed out 
to those in need such as the Foxton Centre, Base 18. 
Geoff Thompson will give a short talk on New Year’s 
Day regarding support for these charities. 

o Citizens UK – in absence of Fr Peter, S Russo 
read out the following update from Fr Peter 
on the update of the formation of Lancashire 
Citizens: 

“On 28th Nov there was a low turnout for the AGM at 
UCLan, and among those present nobody new stood for 
election re the intended new formation of the steering 
group. So the old crew carry on, but without Greg Smith 
in the near future, as he needs to return to his main jobs 
like Together Lancashire, PCAN, etc. The loss of Greg feels 
as though we’ve gone from three wheels on the wagon to 
two!   
However, on the brighter side of that meeting on 28th 
Nov, Bishop Philip North spoke well, and Tom Chiagbo, 
the Leeds Citizens Organizer, gave a profile of what’s 
developed in that area of the country. Also Canon Towers 
attended, which was encouraging, and two Moslem reps 
came from Blackburn. About 20 people in all. 
On 4th Dec I had the opportunity to speak at the Minster 
about “Safe Passage”, a Citizens UK response to the 
unaccompanied children of Calais. This was a fundraising 
event, but the congregation was only about twice the size 
of the choir! Great choir though, and they made their 
own generous contribution. The LEP Carol Service is on 
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13th Dec, so that will be an opportunity to do the same, 
and probably raise more for the Safe Passage project.     
Brendan Conboy gave me some guidance about how to 
introduce Head Teachers of the Diocese to the concept of 
community organising. That meeting with them was on 
8th Dec.  
On 16th Dec I shall meet with Fr Peter Hopkinson from 
Salford Diocese, re the formation of Lancashire Citizens” 
 
Patrick enquired who is on the current steering group – Fr 
Peter to provide this information at the next meeting. S 
Russo mentioned that approval has been given for the go 
ahead for a new £1 million Multi-Faith Centre as part of 
UCLan’s Master Plan project – expected to be completed 
by September 2018. 

 
 SVP – There was an overwhelming response regarding 

the support for the local Gateway Community 
supported along with Rock FM Radio Station to 
provide toys and gifts for children up to 16 years old. 
There will be a Christmas Coffee morning before 
midday Mass on Wednesday 14th December, cake and 
coffee and then soup and a roll after.  The SVP gave a 
contribution towards a Faith Day to pay for speakers 
at Corpus Christi High School in Fulwood. Cold 
weather packs have been given to Ruth and Joe from 
the Metanoia Project who are now getting more 
involved in local outreach projects and have kindly 
allowed use of their offices to store sleeping bags etc. 
Donations of sleeping bags and other items for the 
homeless are needed. A request has been received to 
hold another Vigil similar to the one held in June/July 
for Syrian refugees. There is a Marian Vigil of Hope on 
– Light into Darkness – being held on Wednesday 21st 
December starting at 7pm. 

 
 Little Church – There was a good attendance of 

families and their children for the annual Christingle 
on Gaudete Sunday. The Children performed “Share 
the Light” using British Sign Language and made their 
own Christingle. The Group would like to express their 
thanks to Maria Hall for her continued support in 
helping the children and their families to engage in 
such musical liturgical events – the children really 
enjoy it – as do the parents! The Jesse Tree project 
was also a great success – thanks to Monica and Lee 
for their efforts in providing ideas and materials for 
these sessions. The Group hope to put on more 
similar events for the children and continue to work 
with Maria Hall for guidance on musical input. S Russo 
asked what the arrangements were for the Christmas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fr Peter 
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Vigil Mass and which child would carry the Baby Jesus 
to the Crib – this was uncertain as it all depends 
which families attend on the night.  
 

 Music – The Choir and Musicians have returned to 
provide music at the 4.30pm Masses, now supported 
by the Metanoia Team. Luigi circulated a three- fold 
leaflet which he and Maria have collaborated about 
the choir, the role of music; reference Sacrsanctum 
Concilium, including information on membership, 
rehearsals and contacts. Luigi mentioned that despite 
receiving the majority of positive feedback, some 
constructive criticisms have been received as well in 
terms of how St Wilfrid’s celebrate the Eucharist. This 
is very disheartening as Maria Hall is a very 
committed member of the Parish who knows her 
subject extremely well and is highly qualified in both 
music and liturgy. The Choir continue to provide well 
attended events such as the recent Taize/Vespers 
evening and even supported the recent Parish 
Christmas Fair. Luigi read out an article in the Choir’s 
newsletter on the recent Papal Encyclical on Liturgical 
Music – which underpins the importance of how lucky 
a Parish we are to have someone like Maria Hall and 
the Choir. 

 
 Sanctuary Bookshop – nothing to report. 
 
 Fundraising – the total amount raised from the Fair is 

yet unknown but it is estimated in the region of 
£1000.00 – well done to everyone who attended and 
helped out. Nothing further to report. 
 

 Parish Priest – the decoration work is complete and 
the Church looks amazing. The electrical work 
including the new lighting is expected to be 
completed by Friday 23rd December. Fr Stephen 
informed the Council that both Bernard Watson and 
the electrical engineers are eager to submit a feature 
article on the work carried out to national magazines 
– Fr Stephen will report back if there is any progress 
on this. Patrick enquired if there are now plans to 
move onto the much talked about disabled access. 
Patrick mentioned that this was a much needed 
addition to the Church’s development in order to 
provide adequate and suitable access to all and be 
welcoming to everybody, able and not. This will 
continue to be on the agenda for future Council 
meetings. 
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 Parish Centre  

Chris passed on a request to bring to the Council’s 
attention the need to carry out an assessment on the 
current kitchen and catering equipment as they believe it 
not to be fit for purpose. Patrick disagreed with this and 
stated that the oven had recently been serviced and 
although the size of the kitchen is not ideal, for the 
moment the groups that are using it are able to fulfil their 
roles despite this fact. The refurbishment of the Parish 
Centre along with the kitchen and catering facilities is part 
of a much larger project – but a future project as funds 
will be need to allocated and found especially considering 
the cost of the recently completed decorative and 
electrical work carried out in the Church. Patrick 
suggested that a steering group be formed for the 
development of the Parish Centre which should include 
members who have experience in the field of 
architectural planning and applying for funds – possible 
sources could be via the Lottery Heritage Fund. 
In the meantime, there are plans to “spruce up” the 
Centre in the New Year. There are a few DIY jobs that 
need urgent attention and Patrick will speak to the Parish 
Administrator regarding this.  
The current cleaner is not well at the moment so cleaning 
has ceased and a possible replacement or temporary 
cleaner should be considered to cover. This is a paid post. 

 

  

 Development of Parish Council – the next steps  

The re-scheduled Parish Council Forum is planned for 
Saturday 18th February 2017 3-5pm. In preparation of 
this, the next Council Meeting will focus on the planning 
and purpose of the event following approval of these 
minutes (2016-12-13). All Council Members are requested 
to attend. 

 

  

 AOB  

 Cardinal Newman College Carol Concert – 
this will take place on Sunday 18th December 
starting at 6.30pm. There will be collection to 
support the Jesuit Refugee Service. 

 Christmas Fair – the funds raised will be split 
between the orphanage in Zambia and the 
Soup Kitchen. 

 F&J Group – Fr Stephen asked if at the next 
meeting the following request could be 
raised; to nominate a charity or project that 
could become linked to St Wilfrid’s. 

 Brenda pointed out that some parishioners 
are upset about the level of noise in Church 
when, forgetting that the Blessed Sacrament 
is present and reverence and respect should 
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be shown. We don’t want people to stop 
being social or greeting old and new friends, 
however it was agreed that perhaps we could 
look at an appointed person to ensure that 
the noise level is kept to a minimum. 

  

 The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 17th 
January 2017 at 7.30pm in the Parish Library. 

 

 


